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(54) IMAGE FORMING DEVICE AND PROCESS CARTRIDGE 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED; To provide an image 
forming device whose cleaning effect is stabilized by 
keeping the amount of application of a lubricant, from an 
initial stage at which the rate of occurrence of image 
failures is high until images are formed on 1 ,000 sheets, 
at a fixed value or higher as the amount of application of 
the lubricant per rotary driving distance. 

SOLUTION: An image forming device is typically 
comprised of an image carrier on which a latent image is 
formed, a development means for making the latent 
image visible using a developer, a cleaning means for 
cleaning the developer remaining on the image carrier, 
and a lubricant application mechanism arranged on the 
side of the image carrier upstream of the cleaning 
means. In this case, the developer has a shape factor 
SF1 of 100 to 150 and the cleaning means has an elastic 
blade 8b abutting against the image carrier 2 at an 
abutting linear pressure of 55 to 105 g/cm. The lubricant 
application mechanism 7 applies a lubricant by at least 
0.4 g or more until the rotary driving distance of the image carrier 2 serving as the surface for 
application attains 525 m. 
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